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C.I.A. Seeking to Find Out
VhoTold Abouti talianAid
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WASHINGTON, Jan, 8—-The
Ford Administration and the
Central Intelligence Agency are

trying infermally to find out,

who leaked the information
that the United States planned
to funnet money to Italiarr poli-
tical partics, according to sour-
ces familiar with the events,
The sources stressed that
there was no intention to use
the_ Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation or other agencies to

‘make inquiries.

“I thirk the President and
a lot of others would just like
to know how these things get
out,” one of the sources said.
As a result, he said, the Admi-
nistration is back-tracking to
pinpoint when the information
was made available te Con-
gress, and when it appeared
in the press.

Accounts and Denial -

On Dec. 26, The Sacramento
Bee and the ather members
of California’'s McClatchy
newspaper chain printed a dis-
patch from that organization’s
Washington bureau that said
the United State had author-
{zed -funds for Italian parties.
The Bee mentioned the matter
@gain on Jan. 6. .

Yesterday, The New York
Times and The Washington
Post: carried accounts - quoting
informed sources as saying that
$6 million had been funneled
to anti-Communist political
leaders in Italy by the C.LA.
since Dec. 8.

William E. Colby, the Central
Intelligence Director, said to-
day: “We have not spent a
nickel in ltaly in the past few
months, to be specific about
it. We have not done so.”
However Mr. Colby, who made
the statement during an appea-
rance on the NBC-TV program
“Today,” declined to discuss
swhat our ‘plans, what our
thoughts might be for the fu-
ture.”

His account appeared o con-
tradict press reports indicating
that the moncy hed already
been paid to italian pelitical
figures. Ore suggestad explana-
tion was that thouza the pay-
ments were authorized by the
President on Dec. &, they may
not have actuzlly been made
in fellowing weeks.

The ‘How’ Is Held Vital
Sources on Capiic
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tant than

’properly intruding into the Ita-
ilian electural process.

“The story appeared at the
very moment that the congress
iis trying to hammer out propo-

sals which would formalize its
being able to receive intel-
ligence data,” an Administura-
tion source said, “If the story
leaked out of a Congressional
committee, that doesn’t spezk
very well for Congress getting
highly secret information on
a regular basis.”

The search for the source
of the leak seemed to be entire-
ly a matter of officials asking
questions in the halls of Con-
gress and among the agencies
familiay with the events.

Colby Chides Congress

Mr. Colby used the “Today"”
show platform to criticize Con-
gressional responsibility on the
matter of secrecy. “Now we
have a new law passed last
December which requires us
to report to six committees,”
he said. “Almost everything
that’s been reported to those
six ccmmittees has been ex-
posed in the press.

“] see in a quotation in
the press yesterday that two
memkbers of Congress con-
firmed, by telephone, that I
had given them a briefing or
some secret activity.

“Now this is not a way
to protect secrets, particularly
when some of the activities
that we conduct we conduct
with the approval and even,
in one situation, the urging
of one of the committees of
the Congress to conduct a par-
ticular activity.”

Representative Wayne L.
Hays, Democrat of Opnio, and
Senator Claiborne Pell, Demo-
crat of Rhode 1sland, confirmed
in an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press that they knew
about the ltalian operation, and
Mr. Hayes confirmed that it
was Mr. Colby who had briefed
hi

im.

Neither the Senate nor the
House committee investigating
the intelligence community was
told about the Italian operation.
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